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School Year 20-21          June 2021  Crofton Woods Elementary Newsletter 

Lights Out on the 2020-21 School Year 
“Nothing can dim the light that shines from within.” Maya Angelou 

What can I say to round up this school year? I must admit, I’m not sad to see this school 
year close out.  And even though it’s not been an “easy” year for anyone, students and 
adults alike, there are many blessings and thanks that are well deserved that must be 
expressed. 

First of all it is you, the families, that have truly shined bright this year.  You’ve had to get 
scrappy and figure out virtual instruction while keeping a roof over your heads!  You’ve 
become computer experts, schedule arrangers (and rearrangers) time and time again.  
You’ve been private tutors, math experts, reading coaches, learned new science and social 
studies facts, and have tried to be the best home cheering section you could be! It has often 
taken more courage, creativity, and resourcefulness than many of us could have anticipated 
needing, in order to keep your kids learning, but you did it.  You are shining stars to our kids 
and to us and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  

I cannot end the year without sharing that my pride and respect for our teachers and staff 
is so immense!  Talk about being a light in the darkness?! They have brought their A game 
every day, persevered through mind-blowing circumstances, and still kept their smiles, their 
energy, and their dedication to every single student every single day!  You have had a rare 
peek into a portion of what they do each day, and I know you have been beyond impressed 
with their hard work, their professionalism and most of all, their never failing love of their 
students.  So proud!  

Then there are our kids, our wonderful Woodchucks, our shining bits of joy, resilience, and 
light. No matter what they faced this year, we could see the light rising from them in so 
many ways.  From their bedrooms, their kitchen tables, and their daycares; in the 
classrooms or on the screens, with a mask or without one, they kept showing us how to go 
with the flow and keep moving forward.  The gift they have given everyone around them is 
their own example of how to take the moments they are given and just live!  They have 
continued to play, and laugh and learn.  While it hasn’t been ideal or perfect, our kids are 
still learning.  They are resilient and they are showing us that they will recover, and we will 
all to be there to help them. 

As you look back on this crazy, unpredictable school year, remember what your family has 
already faced and conquered! While we anticipate and look forward to different challenges 
next year, please remember how strong you and your kids are! You made it and it’s because 
of what’s inside of us, it’s the most powerful force in the universe… it’s life and light and a 
little stardust that is inside of all of us!  

Have a great summer! 

Principal Birus  

 

mailto:rbirus@aacps.org
mailto:cbuonassisi@aacps.org
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4238


 

 
 
 

June 2nd  
DIG Day 

 
June 7th 

PTA Meeting –7:00 pm 
 
 

June 16th 

5th Grade Promotion 

Mrs. Brown’s Class - 8:30 

Mrs. Anderson’s Class –9:30 

Mrs. Kerner’s Class –10:30 

Mrs. Baden’s Class –1:00 

Ms. Beamon’s Class –2:00 

 

June 17th  

2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

 

June 18th  

2 Hr. Early Dismissal 

Last day for Students 

 
 

 
 
 
 

September 8th 
School opens for grades 1 –

5 
 

September 8th & 9th 
Kindergarten Conferences 

 
September 10th, 13th, & 
14th 

Kindergarten Staggered 
Opening 

 
September 16th 

School Closed for  
Yom Kippur 

 

 

 

 
Message from Mr. Seitler and Mr. Hersl 

“Challenge Week” 
 

“Hello Crofton Woods Families, this is Mr. Seitler and 
Mr. Hersl from PE and we wanted to let you know that 
since we can’t have our normal Field Day at the Woods 
like we usually do, we would like to introduce you to 

Challenge Week! 
  

Challenge Week will be June 7th-June 11th and will be 
held in your child’s Physical Education class. We will be 
having the students participate in Field Day type game 
and activities to allow us to unwind a little and have 

fun like we would on a typical Field Day at the Woods. 
We can’t wait! So get your water bottle and be ready 

for some fun!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May  
Student Artwork 

2021 
 
 

Mrs. Milligan’s art Class 

View Here 

Ms. lerCh’s art Class 

View Here 

AACPS Elementary Art show 

View Here 

 

 

 

CWES Spring Chorus Concert 2021 

“Positive” 

              VIEW HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dD536qJY1yOaUx4BEdCdvB-8Ss-WOT1l6_ZJ1zlCKGQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iXOXmwqmgPtDTZucqtKBrf0Fapk3-34H8QwnEbE-E7E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PsKJ3dOrfco
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zbjarY8XjhdgbLwjsUoka2nEwE6FPLl/view?usp=sharing


   It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye! 

 

We congratulate the promoting class of 20-21 and invite them to join us for a 

drive-up promotion and photograph!   

 

 

 

 

Directions: 

 The promotion ceremony will not be live but will be sent via YouTube on 

6/16 at 8:30 am. 

 Each student is invited to drive-up and get out of the car for a picture with 

Mrs. Birus, Mrs. Buonassisi and your child’s classroom teacher(s).  

 A special area under the awning will be set up for the photo-op. 

 Classic Photography will take one photo (Optional: masks off for photo only). 

 One family member may also get out and is welcome to snap some pics. 

 Each student will be given a packet with any certificates they have earned 

and the PTA’s promotion yard sign. 

 The student will get back in the car and the line will move forward. 

 To ensure that this moves quickly, please have the student ready to exit on 

the passenger side and pull away quickly!   

 

 
5th Grade Promotion Schedule 6/16 

 

Mrs. Brown’s Class: 8:30- 9:15 

Mrs. Anderson’s Class: 9:45- 10:30 

Mrs. Kerner’s Class:11:00- 11:45 

 

Ms. Beamon’s Class: 1:00-1:45  

Mrs. Baden’s Class: 2:00- 2:45 



 

 

Summer 

Reading Loss 
 

Each year may children lose some of their reading ability during 
the summer vacation. They neglect to practice the reading 

strategies and skills they’ve learned in school.  If parents and 
children work together, children can not only maintain, but also 

improve their reading ability over the summer. 

 

 

Here are some ideas you can use: 

• Read to your child every day.  Be sure to make reading a relaxing and enjoyable family event.  
Choose books with your child’s interests in mind.  You can alternate reading pages between you.  

• Make lists for everything.  Your child and you can make lists of groceries to buy, items to pack for 
vacation, books to get at the library, and chores to be done. 

• Share your reading.  When you find an interesting newspaper article, comic strip or selection from a 
book, read it aloud to your child to share both the information and the enjoyment of reading. 

• Keep a word bank.  On strips of paper or note cards write words your child has trouble reading or 
words of interest. Then find enjoyable ways to practice these words. 

• Get excited about children’s magazines and read them together.  Read the articles, work the puzzles, 
and play the games together.  Remember that subscriptions to favorite magazines make great gifts. 

• Write stories or letters with your child.  Sit together so that your child can share their ideas with you. 
You can write it for your child or you can assist your child when they are writing. 

• Encourage reading for pleasure.  Getting children “hooked” on a particular author, series, or subject 
area is one good way to get them excited about books.  Summer reading programs at the local library 
can also make reading fun. 

Encourage reading for meaning.  Invite your child to ask questions if he or she doesn’t understand 
something.  Children comprehend more when they thing about what they read, and they learn to reread 
things that don’t make sense. 

Becoming a good reader requires practice and most children will want to practice only if the task is 
enjoyable.  The ideas listed here can help you work with your child to improve his or her reading ability while 
building positive attitudes toward reading.  

 

Have an enjoyable and safe summer!!!!   

 

our School Counselors 

Mrs. Angie Martin, CWES School Counselor: ammartin2@aacps.org 

Mrs. Abike Anoka,  CWES School Counselor: aanoka@aacps.org 



Beginning April 7th 

Registration will be accepted  

online only, for information and  

to enroll please go to: 

https://www.aacps.org/domain/202 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child will not be attending Crofton Woods next year, other 

than 5th graders going to Crofton Middle, please email Mrs. 

Brown (ndbrown@aacps.org) with the following information: 

Student Name 

Current Teacher 

Parent name & phone number 

Name and location of new school 

Last Day at CWES 

Please email by June 1st 

Please note:  

5th Graders NOT attending Crofton Middle must also submit. 

Anne Arundel County 

Public Schools is not 

accepting walk-in 

Kindergarten Enrollments 

at this time. 

 

https://www.aacps.org/domain/202


School Meal Prices 

SY 2021-2022 

 

     All school meals (breakfast and lunch) are free to all students effective September 8, 

2021, through the last day of school in June 2022. 

     Meal Benefit Applications are still required by the State and will be made available be-

ginning August 2021.  Although meals are free, we are required to collect Meal Benefit 

Applications for programming and funding.  To complete a Meal Benefit Application for 

SY 2021-2022, log onto 

https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/ 

     If you have any questions regarding the school meals program, please email 
jrisse@aacps.org or call 410-222-5900. 

      

 

https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
mailto:jrisse@aacps.org


Arrival Procedures:  **Arrive between 8:50-9:00… no early students please! 

 

Walkers:  

 Walkers in Grades K, 2, and 3 will enter under the awning by the media center (see signs for each grade)   

 Students in Grade 1 will enter through the front main entrance. 

 Students in Grade 4 and 5 will line up by the fifth-grade hallway entrance in the front of the school.  

 Students must follow the signs and utilize the dots … on the ground. 

 Parents cannot stay with students in line and should say a fond goodbye and leave the area as quickly as 
possible.   

 
Car Riders:  

 Please drop off in the car rider lane only (side parking lot) 

 Car riders must use the Student Drop Off area. 

 All students should exit the car on the passenger side only. 

 Please do NOT park on the Parkway and walk students up. 

 Adults do NOT need to get out of the car, a staff member will open the doors for your child.   

 Keep the sign that will be provided visible on the visor of the passenger side. 

 Have your child ready to get out. 
 

Dismissal Procedures: 
 
• For safety purposes we dismiss students in the following order: 

1. Car Riders 
2. Bus Riders 
3. Walkers 

 Car Riders: “car riders” are only those students whose parents are in the car rider 
line in the car, waiting to pull forward. 

 Parents who are out of their car and not in the Car Rider line will NOT be 
permitted to take their child from the car rider area.   

 Whomever is picking up the student must put the special sign (provided) on the 
visor of the passenger side of the car 

 Pull forward as far as you can to allow for unloading and loading multiple kids. 

 walkers are dismissed only when the car rider lines are clear and most busses are off the 

lot*. 

 *NOTE: The first few weeks will take longer than usual but the dismissal time will reduce as 

we continue with the year.  

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 





 

 

 

 
   

 Summer Hours  The Crofton Woods office will be open for                       

business from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.                  

Monday through Thursday, though public 

interactions will be by appointment only.                                

 The office will be closed on Fridays.            

   Due to staff training and vacation schedules, 

the office may be closed.  

 Please call   Main # 410-222-5805  or   

Alt # 410-721-1054 to schedule an appointment. 

 

 






